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District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (and  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  for  North  Herts.  Area): 

VICTOR  R.  WALKER,  M.B.,  Ch.B. , B.Sc.,  D.P.H. 

Divisional  Health  Office, 

12  Brand  Street,  Hitchin. 
Telephone:  Hitchin  3757) 

Senior  Sanitary  Ins^fcctor  and  Cleansing  Superintendent: 
william  m.  mathews,  Certs,  s.i.e.j.b., 

Meat  and  Foods, 

San. Science, 

Smoke  Inspection. 

Additional  Inspectors: 

ROBERT  B*  BOLT,  Certs.  S.I.E.J.B,, 

Testamur  of  Inst. of  Public  Cleansing. 

LEONARD  G-.  STRIBLEY,  Certs.  S.I.E.J.B., 

Meat  and  Foods. 


Council  Offices, 

21  Bancroft,  Hitchin. 

(Telephone:  Hitchin  4512—5) 

Wm.  E.  Potter,  Clerk  to  the  Council. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hitchin  Rural  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

On  the  direction  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  28/54 
I present  an  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 
of  your  district  for  the  year  1954. 

In  view  of  the  age  composition  of  population  the  local 
death  rate  of  10.3  again  very  favourable  ('standardised1  rate 
9.1).  The  live-birth  rate  of  15.0,  though  lower  than  the 
exceptionally  high  figure  of  18.3  for  1953>  approximates  to  the 
national  rate.  Infant  mortality  is  twenty-five  per  cent  under 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  while  the  still-birth  rate  is 
almost  identical. 

•The  local  incidence  of  serious  infectious  disease  was 
again  low  and  your  main  local  health  problem  continues  to  be 
housing,  complicated  by  the  problem  of  disrepair  of  older 
properties. 

I would  again  acknowledge  having  received  from  your 
chief  officers  every  consideration  and  help  during  the  year. 

In  the  compilation  of  the  report  I would  acknowledge  the  help 
of  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  M.  Mathews,  who  is 
wholly  responsible  for  the  sections  touching  upon  sanitary 
environment. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


May  1955. 


V.  R.  WALKER 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 


LOCAL  STATISTICS 


2. 


Area  (in  acres)  ....  ....  ....  81,324 

Home  Population  - Registrar-G-eneral ’ s estimate  for 

mid-1954  21,880 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1st  April  1955  (estd.)  6,971 

Rateable  Value  - 1st  April  1955  . ...  . ...  £111,048 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (estimate  1955/6)  " £441 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 

Totals  Male  Female  HITCHIN  Comparable 
~ RURAL  rates  for 

DISTRICT  England 

and  Wales 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate  313  158  155 

(illegitimate  15 _9 6_ 

All  328  167  l6l 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  15.0  15.2 

Totals  Male  Female 

STILLBIRTHS  (Legitimate  8 7 1 

(illegitimate  - - 

All  8 7 1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  23.8  24. 0 

Totals  Male  Female 

deaths  226  109  117 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  10. 3 11.3 

DEATH  RATES  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  18.3  25.5 

Rate  for  legit,  infants  per 

1,000  legitimate  births  l6.0 

Rate  for  illegit.  infants  per 

1,000  illegitimate  births  66.6 

Actual  number  of  such  deaths: 

(a)  Under  4 weeks  and  (b)  Under  1 year 


4 

1 


5 

1 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


5 


6 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  1 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  sites) ...  32 

Deaths  from  Measles  . . ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  

Deaths  from  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 


Comment  on  Vital  Statistics 


The  estimated  local  mid-year  population  this  year  shows 
a very  slight  reduction  (10) . 

Total  live-births  numbered  328  against  400  in  1953  an(i 
total  deaths  226  against  225. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

Of  the  total  of  226  deaths,  90  were  attributed  to  Heart 
and  Other  Circulatory  Diseases,  40  to  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System,  32  to  Cancer  (all  sites)  and  20  to  Respiratory 
Diseases. 


SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

No  important  change  occurred  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C 

Staff 


In  the  1953  report  reference  was  made  to  the  allocation 
of  some  clerical  duties  to  the  pupil-assistant,  G-.  Allenby, 
following  on  concentration  of  functions.  This  worked  satisfact- 
orily until  November  1954,  when  Allenby  was  successful  in  passing 
the  qualifying  examination  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
following  which  he  left  the  service  of  the  Council  and  is  now  in 
H.M.  Forces.  Allenby1 s tasks  have  been  absorbed  by  the  two 
clerical  assistants  and  the  position  is  being  kept  under  obser- 
vation. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supplies 

The  Council’s  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  has  now  been 
completed  and  the  old  water  towers  at  Tower  Road,  Codicote,  and 
Potters  Heath,  demolished.  The  villages  of  Langley  and  Newnham 
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are  now  afforded  a supply  from  the  Council's  mains.  Preliminary 
investigations  have  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
report  from  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  D. Balfour 
& Sons,  regarding  the  improvement  of  the  supply  in  the  Western 
and  Southern  areas  of  the  district  with  particular  reference 
to  the  enlargement  of  King's  Walden  pumping  Station,  and 
affording  a supply  to  The  Node  at  Codicote. 

The  Minister  has  held  an  Inquiry  into  the  application 
of  the  Hitchin/Braughing  Joint  Water  Committee  for  increased 
abstraction  from  the  Chipping  Borehole,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
work  will  commence  on  the  enlargement  of  the  Pumping  Station 
in  the  Spring  of  1955. 

The  water  levels  in  the  Council's  boreholes  are  still 
satisfactory  and  the  purity  of  the  water  from  these  boreholes 
has  been  maintained  both  at  the  pumping  stations  and  at  points 
of  delivery  throughout  the  district. 

Two  tables  of  analysis  are  submitted: - 

1.  Taken  by  the  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
to  test  the  quality  of  the  water  delivered 
from  the  pumping  stations  into  the  mains. 

2.  Taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department  to  test  the 
quality  of  the  water  delivered  to  the  consumer. 


Table  1 


Pumping  Station 

Total 

Raw  Water 

Treated  Water 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Ashwell 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Codicote 

4 

4 

- 

- 

Kings  Walden 

8 

4 

- 

4 

Peters  Green 



2 

i 

- 

l 

- 

Wymondl ey 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Braughing 

No  records  - under  control  of  Braughing 

R. D. C. 

Totals 

i . - . . . . . . 

22 

j 

17 

- 

5 

- 

5. 

Table  2 


1.  Council  Undertakings 

Offley-Lilley  Scheme 

Hitchin-Braughing 

Codicote 

2.  Private  Undertakings 
Knebworth 

Hexton  (Estate  Supply) 

3.  Bulk  Supplies 
Stevenage  U.D. 

4*  Other  Sources 

Special  Samples  (private 

supplies) 


No. 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Doubt- 

taken 

factory 

factory 

ful 

6 

2 

4 

— 

10 

3 

7 

- 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

7 

2 

5. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

6 

- 

6 

- 

36 

12 

24 

— 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  laying  of  sewers  in  Offley  village  and  construction 
of  a sewage  treatment  works  is  now  practically  completed,  tenders 
have  been  sought  for  the  scheme  for  the  village  of  Holwell,  and 
the  construction  of  the  flood  relief  sewer  at  Knebworth  has 
commenced.  It  has  not,  however,  yet  been  possible  to  negotiate 
terms  for  discharging  the  sewage  from  Knebworth  into  the 
Stevenage  trunk  sewer. 

Tenders  have  not  yet  been  sought  for  the  Whitwell 
sewerage  scheme  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  Council^  Consulting 
Engineers,  and  very  little  progress  appears  to  have  been  made 
regarding  the  scheme  for  Ickleford  which  is,  of  course,  dependent 
upon  the  Hitchin  Urban  District  Council  proceeding  with  the  ext- 
ension of  their  sewage  works. 


Public  Cleansing  Service 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Labour  shortage  has  continued  to  render  difficult  the 
maintenance  of  the  time  schedules  laid  down  for  this  service. 


The  interchange  of  men  between  the  cesspool  emptying  and  refuse 
collection  services  has  again  been  of  great  assistance  in  the 
avoidance  of  arrears,  and  in  all  cases  collection  rounds  have 
been  completed  satisfactorily,  although  the  growing  demands  of 
the  district  have  made  overtime  inevitable. 


During  the  year  Kimpton  tip  ceased  to  be  used  and  a 
start  has  been  made  upon  the  final  surface  dressing.  Attempts 
to  find  an  alternative  tip  that  would  serve  the  combined  areas 
of  Kimpton,  Whit well  and  Codicote  have  not  been  successful, 
although  extensive  surveys  of  these  localities  have  been  made. 


Some  figures  relating  to  the  work  performed  appear 

below:- 


Year 

No. of 

Loads 

Approx. weight  of  all 

materials  collected 

Vehicle 

mileage 

1952 

1822 

3330  tons 

47,3H 

1959 

1947 

3731  " 

51,579 

1954 

2012 

4398  " 

48,758 

( inc .Foreman’ s 
van) 


Salvage 


The  advantage  of  having  a permanent  outlet  for  paper 
and  cardboard  salvage  has  been  demonstrated  during  the  year, 
because  it  has  been  possible  slowly  to  build  up  the  collection 
system,  with  the  gratifying  results  shown  by  the  figures  that 
follow.  A further  incentive  to  increase  the  salvage  findings  is 
that  price  improvements  are  coming  and  the  Council* s contractors 
are  asking  for  a 30 $ increase  in  the  despatches  to  be  made  to  them. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  decided  to  engage 
two  part-time  salvage  personnel  in  place  of  the  existing  arrange- 
ment of  requiring  full-time  personnel  to  work  overtime. 

Figures  relating  to  salvage  are  as  follows •- 

Year 


1948  - 

64  tons 

collected 

and  sold  - income 

£2 69.  7.  Od. 

1949  - 

53i 

n 

it 

it  11  _ 11 

£180.  2.  6d„ 

1950  - 

39 

n 

11 

it  11  A ii 

£131.  6.  2d. 

1951  - 

56 

n 

11 

n n ^ n 

£837.11.  9cU 

1952  - 

35 

n 

11 

11  11  _ 11 

£346.13.  Id. 

1953  " 

22 

n 

it 

11  it  ti 

£119.17.  Id. 

1954  - 

92 

h 

it 

11  11  _ n 

£627.11.  4d. 

Cesspool  and  Night-soil  Collections 

These  functions  continued  to  be  adequately  discharged 
by  the  two  vehicles  and  crews,  and  the  diesel  vehicle  maintained 
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Its  record  of  being  more  economical  than  had  been  forecast.  The 
volume  of  work  handled  has  remained  fairly  stable  despite  the 
increasing  number  of  properties  being  constructed.  This  is  pro- 
bably the  result  of  the  Council’ s policy  of  gradually  extending 
the  sewers  and  the  connection  thereto  of  more  and  more  dwellings. 

Details  of  work  performed  are  given  below: - 
Houses  in  Private  Loads 


own 

p 

•H 

JCJ 

CQ 

P 

O 

Council  Houses 

from  Sew- 

Pails 

Year 

Free 

Chargeable 

Free 

Chargeable 

age  Works 

emu tied 

1952 

(Pet. veh. ) 

315 

169 

10 

31 

466 

2947 

(Dies. veh. ) 

156 

86 

18 

30 

262 

1347 

1953 

(Pet. veh. ) 

196 

102 

7 

29 

233 

1812 

(Dies. veh. ) 

343 

186 

20 

122 

314 

2533 

1954 

(Pet. veh. ) 

251 

120 

5 

42 

182 

1934 

2746 

(Dies. veh. ) 

313 

168 

21 

139 

450 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 


The  new  rodenticide,  Warfarin,  has  now  occupied  a 
commanding  place  in  rodent  control  work.  Its  simplicity  in  use, 
harmlessness  and  certainty  of  effect  have  induced  many  people  to 
give  it  a trial  and  the  results  have  been  most  satisfactory  whether 
used  by  the  A.E.C.,  this  Council  or  private  individuals.  It  is 
certainly  of  great  help  in  dealing  with  agricultural  lands  and 
buildings. 


The  system  for  dealing  with  agricultural  holdings  con- 
tinues to  work  well  and  the  Council’s  tips  have  been  excellently 
controlled  against  rat  infestation.  The  Council’s  sewers  have 
been  treated  with  the  standard  poisons  as  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  in  some  localities  these  will 
have  to  be  kept  under  observation.  It  is  significant  that  areas 
having  modern  sewers  rarely  suffer  serious  infestation. 

A further  cause  for  gratification  is  the  continued  fall 
in  the  proportion  of  11  supplementary  work"  time  to  the  total,  hours 
worked.  It  will  be  recalled  that  in  1950  this  stood  at  one  hour 
in  every  5*2  hours,  but  has  now  been  reduced  to  1 in  7«1>  and  it 
might  have  been  slightly  better  but  for  the  operative  having  been 
on  sick  leave  for  some  time. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done  under  the 
Joint  Scheme  during  1954’*" 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Examination  of  the  summary  of  visits  made  and  work  done 
by  the  Inspectors  again  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  with  the 
minimum  use  of  Statutory  Notices. 


The  number  of  visits  and  inspections  for  all  purposes 
was  34^0;  detailed  as  follows  in  comparison  with  the  year  1953 


General  Sanitation  etc. 

Water  Supply  

Drainage  . . ....  ....  .... 

Cowsheds,  Stables  and  Piggeries  .... 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  (including  Caravans) 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Outworkers 

Bakehouses 

Licensed  Premises  ..  ....  .... 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  and  Salvage 

Rodent  Control  

Atmospheric  Pollution  ....  .... 

School s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

S to^ s • ■ • • . . « « . . . . . . . . • . 

Petroleum  Regulations  ....  .... 

Miscellaneous  visits  ....  .... 

Housing 

Public  Health  Act  - visits  paid  .... 

Housing  Acts  - « " . . . . 

Overcrowding  - » 11  ... . 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  - visits  paid 

Miscellaneous  visits  ....  ....  . , 

Infectious  Diseases 

Enquiries  in  cases  of  I.D...  .... 

Visits  re  disinfection  ....  .... 

Miscellaneous  I.D.  visits  ..  .... 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  (inc.  inspection  of  premises) 


• • • • 


Slaughterhouses  etc. 

Butchers  . . .... 

Canteens  ...  ....  .... 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . 
Food  Preparing  Premises 
Grocers  ...  .... 

Greengrocers  .... 

Ice-Cream  Premises  . 
Restaurants.  .... 

Milk  (sampling)  .... 
Miscellaneous  Food  visits 


677 

20 

267 

51 

20 

72 
390 

73 


69 

87 

55 

848 

118 

1 

46 

7 

14 

13 

4 

35 

22 

9 

14 


28 

35 

7 

17 

1 


12 


195A 

at 

622 

206 

22 

16 

J8 

4o5 

62 

1 

4 

45 

75 

167 

640 

102 

44 

24 

7 

11 

4 

466 

78 

3 

12 
2 

16 
102 

1 

17 

11 

16 


3151  3400 


SECTION  D 


10 


Housing 

At  December  31st  1954  the  number  of  applications  on  the 
Council's  waiting  list  for  housing  accommodation  was  1102  - a 
decrease  of  77  over  the  previous  year.  During  1954*  256  new 
applications  were  registered  and  333  deleted  from  the  lists,  the 
applicants  in  most  cases  having  been  re-housed. 

The  Council  have  pursued  and  intensified  the  policy  of 
transferring  families  from  one  type  of  house  to  another  of  more 
suitable  size.  Elderly  couples  and  people  living  alone  in 
three-bedroom  houses  have  been  re-housed  in  bungalows,  thus 
making  available  the  houses  for  larger  families,  and  so  making 
the  best  use  of  all  accommodation. 

The  figures  for  the  year  1954  are  aS  follows ;- 

No.  of  new  permanent  dwellings 

completed  by  the  Council  135 

No.  of  new  permanent  dwellings 

completed  by  private  enterprise..  62 


Total..  197 


In  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  28/54,  information  required  under 
Article  31  of  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  is 
provided  below: - 

(1)  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection 

were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 13 

(2)  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in 
which  were  completely  remedied  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

local  authority  or  their  officers  ....  62 

(3)  The  number  of  representations  made  to 
the  local  authority  with  a view  to  - 

(a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring 

the  execution  of  works  . , . . ....  1 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or 

closing  orders  ....  ....  .... 

(4)  The  number  of  notices  served 

requiring  the  execution  of  works  ....  50 
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(5)  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ....  - 

(6)  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders 

raade  • « . « ....  •«.«  ....  .... 

(7)  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

an  undertaking  was  accepted  under  sub- 
section (2)  of  Section  19  of  the  Housing 
Act  1930  ....  ....  ....  .... 

(8)  The  number  of  houses  demolished  . ....  5 

Caravans 


The  task  of  keeping  abreast  of  the  movements  of  caravans 
is  an  item  that  absorbs  some  appreciable  time.  There  has  been 
little  change  in  the  number  of  vans  in  the  district,  and  it  is  a 
good  feature  that  so  many  of  the  total  exist  on  organised  sites, 
i. e. , 46  out  of  113. 


SECTION  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

( a)  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods 

From  February,  when  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  on 
Slaughterhouses  issued  its  report,  a considerable  amount  of  time 
was  spent  upon  the  organisation  of  slaughtering  accommodation 
and  the  preparations  for  the  task  of  meat  inspection  after  July  Is 
In  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  Minister  of  Food,  IOC $> 
inspection  of  food  animals  has  been  carried  out  in  this  area. 

This  proved  to  be  a sizeable  task  and  has  involved  irregular  and 
extra  hours  of  duty  with  heavy  increases  in  travelling  mileages. 
The  effect  of  the  addition  of  such  work  is  another  respect  in 
which  it  is  desirable  to  keep  continued  observation  upon  the  staff 
position. 


Details  of  carcases  Inspected  and  condemned  are  given 
on  the  following  page:- 
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Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

542 

57 

95 

1971 

439 

Number  inspected 

542 

57 

95 

1971 

439 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

l 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

88 

32 

14 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

16.2 

1.7 

3.4 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

40 

2 

4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

i . w , 

i 

7.6 

3.5 

1.1 

1.4 

The  weight  of  foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption was:- 


Tons  Cwts. 


Qtrs.  Lbs.  Ozs. 


Tinned  food. . . 

Cheese  

Pork 

Mutton  

Beef 


3 

l 

8 

1 

1 12  2 


4 

25 

12 

24 


1 


4 

i 


8 


2 


3 


10 


9 
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The  number  of  premises  in  the  district  registered 
under  Section  14  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1938  for  "the  Sale  of 
Ice-Cream  is  58,  and  for  the  Preparation  or  Manufacture  of 
Preserved  Food  etc.  35,  of  which  8 are  not  now  in  active  use. 

(b)  Milk 


Contrary  to  the  experience  of  recent  years,  the  depart 
ment  was  not  called  in  at  any  time  to  deal  with  complaints  from 
householders.  The  same  criticisms  regarding  the  bulk  handling 
of  milk  as  have  been  made  before  still  apply  however,  in  respect 
of  one  big  company.  At  last,  constant  representations  for 
improvements  to  be  made  seem  likely  to  result  in  better  type 
vehicles  coming  into  service  in  the  future,  but  here  again, 
delivery  periods  present  great  difficulty. 

The  results  of  37  milk  samples  taken  in  this  area 
appear  below:- 


Sampling  Authority 

Designated 

and 

School  Milks 

Non- 

Designated 

milks 

Herts. County  Council 

Pas  sed 

34 

Failed 

1 

Passed j Failed 

t 

1 

~ 1 

| 

Other  Authorities 

2 

f 

. _ - - | - - — 

Totals 

— 

36 

1 

r 

1 

It  is  also  of  interest  that  this  Council’s  area  became 
part  of  the  Specified  Areas  scheme  in  early  1954*  This  means 
that  in  future  only  milks  of  the  Tuberculin  Tested  or  Pasteurised 
types  may  be  offered  for  sale. 

During  the  year,  18  Dealer's  Licences  were  issued  in 
respect  of  the  sale  of  Designated  milks  from  10  premises  in  the 
district,  and  24  Supplementary  Licences  we re  granted  to  13  firms 
retailing  Designated  milks  in  the  district  from  premises  situated 
elsewhere . 

( 0)  Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  there  were  no  food  poisoning  incidents 

reported. 

(d)  Factories  Act3  1987  and  1948 

An  abstract  from  the  report  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  and  National  Service  on  Form  57^  is  given  herewith  - 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 
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No . on 

Number  of  - 

1 

Premises 

Reg- 

ister 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

CD 

Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,2, 3, 4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

15 

- 

- 

- 

UD 

Factories  not  inc,  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec. 7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

90 

33 

4 

1 

1 

! 

(in) 

Other  prems.  in  which 
Sec. 7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
( excl  .Outworkers’  prema] 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i 

I 

i 

TOTAL  

• 

105 

i 

33 

4 

I 

i 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

No. of  cases  in  which  defects  found 

No. of 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Insuec. 

By  H.M. 
Insnec. 

Prosec- 

utions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

1 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Unreasonable  temp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defect 5 ve 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

i Other  offences 

against  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

| TOTAL  

6 

2 

Outworkers . There  are  37  Outworkers  reported  in  the  district 
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SECTION  F 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

For  the  year  local  notifications  of  acute  infectious 
diseases  (after  correction)  were:- 


Who oping  Cough  80 

Scarlet  Fever  l6 

Measles  6 

Erysipelas  3 

Acute  Pneumonia 1 

Acute  Meningo-encephalitis  ...  1 

and  Meningococcal  Infection  1 


Whooping  Cough  was  particularly  prevalent  in  the 
Barkway-Barley  area  in  the  first  quarter,  and  in  the  Breachwood 
Green  area  in  the  second  quarter. 

Scarlet  Fever,  apart  from  some  scattered  single  cases, 
had  its  main  incidence  in  Offley  in  the  first  three  months  of 
the  year  where  special  measures  of  control  were  applied. 

Measles  is  seen  to  have  been  remarkably  infrequent 
over  the  whole  area  during  the  year. 

One  fatal  case  of  acute  encephalitis,  in  a young 
adult,  was  the  subject  of  special  investigation. 

No  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  was  notified  for  any 
part  of  the  district. 

Diphtheria  was  again  absent  from  the  district  during 
the  year.  Despite  continued  rarity  of  the  disease  the  offer 
of  infant  protection  by  immunisation  continues  to  be  accepted 
by  a good  proportion  of  parents. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
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Now  Cases  and  Deaths  during  the  year  1954 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

— 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 
M.  - F. 

N on-Re  sp i rato  ry 

M.  i F. 

Respi 

M. 

ratory 
! F. 

Non-Respiratory 
M.  I F. 

0-1 

! 

| 

t 

1 

- 

- 

— i — 

t 

i 

i 

1 

- 

1-5 

i 

j 

! 

i 

- 

- 

\ 

i — 

| 

- 

5-15 

i 

i 

» 

J 

2(1) 

- 

i _ 

l 

4 

~ 1 

_ 

15  - 25 

i 

2 , - 

id); 

1 

- 

i _ 

i 

_ i 

i 

- 

25  - 35 

2(2)!  1 

i 

- 

1 

i 

i ~ 

i 

- 

35  - 45 

4(1)'  - 

i 

_ ? 

! 

1 

- 

i 

i 

i 

- 

45  - 55 

3d);  i 

- i 

- 

1 

i 

. i 

t 

- 

55  - 65 

i I - 

i 

- i 

i 

- 

- 

4 

1 “ 

i 

- 

and  over 

3d)*  - 

i 

i 

i 

i 

- 

1 

i - 

i 

| 

- 

Totals 

1 i 

i 

15(5);  2 

id)! 

4(1) 

3 

: i 1 

. 

! 

; 

- 

Deaths  allocated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  after  final  transfers 

! 

l 

, 

t 

t 

i 

j 

- 

Footnote : Figures  of  new  cases  include  inward  transfers  from  other 

areas,  the  numbers  of  such  being  shown  additionally  in 
brackets. 

New  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  the  local 
population  were  fairly  low  (10  males  and  2 females)  against  the 
figures  of  5 and  l6  for  the  two  preceding  years;  only  2 (both 
males)  were  at  ages  under  25  years. 

Three  notifications  of  non-respiratory  disease  (one 
meningeal  and  two  other  forms)  were  also  recorded. 

Only  one  (male)  death  from  respiratory  disease  was  finally 
allocated  to  the  district  for  the  year  by  the  Registrar  General 
after  transfers  of  domicile. 


May  1955 


VICTOR  R.  WALKER 
District  Medical  Officer 
of  Health 
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